Wokingham Town Council

Town Hall, Market Place, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 | AS
Tel: 0118978 3185  www.wokingham-tc.gov.uk
Town Clerk: K. Hughes

This Council Meeting is open to the Public and Press
Please notify the Officer or Chair if you wish to record the meeting

18" November 2024

Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Civic Committee to be held in the Council
Chamber, Town Hall, Wokingham at 7.30pm on Monday 25 November 2024 for the purpose of
considering and resolving upon the subjects and matters set out in the agenda below.

Yours sincerely
LA e

K Hughes
Town Clerk

Contact Officer Graham Winder, Civic Officer
Direct line: 07590 863352 Email: civic@wokingham-tc.gov.uk

AGENDA
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS
To receive any declaration of interests from Members on the business about to be transacted.

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OR PUBLIC
The Chair to answer questions raised by members of the Council or public.

This is an opportunity for the people of Wokingham to ask questions of, and make comments to,
the Town Council. Members of the public are requested to restrict their questions and comments to
three minutes. Questions which are not answered at this meeting will be answered in writing to the
person asking the question. To ensure an informed response, please send your questions to the
Town Clerk at least three working days prior to the meeting.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
To receive and resolve the Minutes of the proceedings at the meeting of this Committee held on
23 September 2024 (pages 17054 to 17058), copy attached, as a true and correct record.




5 MONITORING REPORT
To receive the Monitoring Report dated 19" November 2024 (copy attached), for information.

6 COMMITTEE’S BUDGET
To receive an update on the Committee’s budget as of 315t October 2024 (copy attached).

7 REMEMBRANCE 2024 FEEDBACK
To discuss and share feedback about the day, it can be considered in future planning (see
attached feedback received, plus other relevant items)

8 MAINTAINING LINKS WITH REME
To receive a verbal update from the Town Clerk about a proposal to mark the 10" anniversary of
REME moving from Wokingham, in 2025.

9 INFORMATION ITEMS

a) A representative from The Wokingham Lions has advised that they have managed to store
the beating posts etc. and shared the following: I suspect that the Lions would be happy to
organise another Beating the Bounds on the same terms as this year. It currently looks like
the applications for the autumn walk will be significantly down on the normal level which is
not surprising as we mailed our normal walkers and perhaps they did Beating the Bounds
as an alternative. Receiving a fee for the Beating the Bounds would therefore offset the
reduced income from the Autumn Walk.”

b) Civic Award process:

¢ Nick Fellows, Chief Officer at Wokingham Volunteer Centre will join the selection
committee in place of Roger llett (former District Scout Charman) as Roger has
advised he wishes to step down.

o The President of the Wokingham Lions Club, Andy Goffin will join the selection
committee in place of the CEO of Citizen Advice as the new CEO has not
responded to a request to join the committee.

¢ Philip Bell, Chief Exec at Involve, will join the selection committee as a new member
in place of the editor of the Wokingham Today paper as the new editor has not
responded to a request to join the committee.

¢ Clirs attending the selection meeting are Clir K Malvern, Clir W Dixon, Clir S Gurney
and Clir R Comber.

10 COMMITTEE INFORMATION
a) To receive information items raised by members, which have been notified to the Civic
Officer in advance.
b) Identify any specific items for marketing purposes.
c) The date of the next meeting is Monday 13" January 2025.

Civic Commiittee: Clirs Adrian Betteridge, Rachel Bishop-Firth, Phil Cunnington, Warren Dixon, Sally
Gurney, Alwyn Jones (Vice-Chair), Keith Malvern (Chair), Adrian Mather and Tony Lack.

In order to comply with the Data Protection Act 1998, all persons attending this meeting are hereby notified that this meeting
will be recorded. The purpose of recording proceedings is that it acts as an aide-memoir in assisting the clerk of the meeting in
the compilation of minutes. The recordings are held in a secure location and deleted once it has been resolved that the
minutes are a true and correct record.

In accordance with The Openness of Local Government Bodies regulations 2014, persons attending this meeting may make
their own recordings of the proceedings subject to the Council’s Policy on Filming, Recording & Reporting on Council and
Committee Meetings (copy available on request).
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23" September 2024 - draft

Minutes of the proceedings of the CIVIC COMMITTEE meeting held on this day in
the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Wokingham from 19:30 to 21:02pm.

PRESENT
Chair: Clir K Malvern (Chair)
Councillors: S Gurney, A Jones (Vice-Chair) and T Lack.

IN ATTENDANCE

Civic Officer

Mayor’s Attendant David Dunham
Town Clerk

Town Mayor Clir Rob Comber

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda Item 1)
Apologies were received from Clirs A Betteridge, R Bishop-Firth, and
P Cunnington.

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda Item 2)

Clir A Jones asked for it to be noted that he is a member of the Wokingham Lions
Club and Wokingham Society.

Clir K Malvern asked for it to be noted he is a member of Wokingham Society.
Clir R Comber asked for it to be noted he is an Honorary Lion member.

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OR PUBLIC
(Agenda Item 3)
No questions were received.

CIVIC COMMITTEE MINUTES (Agenda Item 4)
It was proposed by ClIr T Lack and seconded by Clir A Jones and it was
RESOLVED
30915 that the Minutes of the Civic Committee meeting held on 17" June 2024 (pages
16996 to 17000), be received as a true and correct record and that they be
confirmed and signed by the Chair.

MONITORING REPORT (Agenda Item 5)
The Monitoring Report dated 3™ June 2024 was received and noted.

a) Application of UV film to Town Hall windows to protect its historical
items from further damage and preserve for the future.
Officers have now met with Conservation Officer and UV samples are in
Place in the Council Chamber, as suggested by him, for further discussion.
See agenda item 10 noting a request for additional funds due to increased
costs.

b) To consider the purchase of a new mayoral badge and chain of office at
some point in the near future.

CHAIR'S INITIALS
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Agenda item 4

A request was made to the Finance and Personnel Committee to put aside
£2,000 per year, over the next 5 years for the provision of purchasing a new
mayoral chain and badge of office.

A decision was made at the Finance and Personnel meeting on 215t
November 2023 to move £8000 from general reserves into an earmarked
reserves so that this doesn’'t have to be considered again in this term of the
council.

To consider options in due course.

c) Beating the Bounds Walk
A request was made to the Finance and Personnel Committee for £4,000, to
offer to the Wokingham Lions Club to manage and co-ordinate this.

A decision was made at the Finance and Personnel meeting on 21
November 2023 to support this financial request and for it to be taken from
general reserves.

See agenda item 7.

d) Consider opportunities at Remembrance to make the wreath laying
ceremony more visible to a wider audience
At the June civic meeting, a proposal was made by the Wreath Laying
Working Party to incorporate the wreath laying into the Church Service at All
Saints to widen the number of people seeing this.

The Civic Officer met with Rev Hannah Higginson in July, together with the
Parade Marshal and the Macebearer to outline how this would work, and full
details will now be incorporated into this year’s plans.

Clir S Gurney joined the meeting at 19.41pm

The Mayor suggested that, in due course, it would be good to make the
service a multi-faith one, if it were possible. The Civic Officer shared that the
idea of a multi-faith Church service has been raised previously and even
discussed with local ministers. Churches Together in Wokingham
representatives have made it clear in the past that they welcome all faiths and
no faiths into their Churches, but WTC needs to be mindful that they are all
constrained by their own rules and national guidance when considering others
taking part.

Councillors understood that moving towards a multi-faith service may not be
simple, but they remained keen to explore this further in future years.

e) Consider request for a plaque from Wokingham Lions Club
Following the minutes from the March civic meeting, the Civic Officer advised
the Lions Club of the trial plan to include the wreath laying ceremony in the
Church service this year, and that the civic committee will reflect on this new
approach after Remembrance this year, whilst also taking into account their
request for a plaque.

Y
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To revisit again following Remembrance and then update Wokingham Lions
Club accordingly.

COMMITTEE’S BUDGET (Agenda Item 6)
A report on the Committee’s budget expenditure to 31st August 2024 was
received and noted.

BEATING THE BOUNDS (Agenda item 7)

The committee received the Civic Officer’s report, which included feedback from
Councillors about the event, and information from the Wokingham Lions Club
about their costs etc.

WTC were informed that 330 had pre-registered for the event, and a further 22
registered on the day. It was recorded that 243 people took part in the walk but it
was apparent that a number of people also started from their own homes which
means the number of people who took part was higher.

Councillors discussed and agreed that it was a well-attended event, and much
positive feedback was received, with many discovering new parts of our town on
the walk.

Whilst Councillors understood that there would be a surplus (after the deduction
of costs) from the event, that the Wokingham Lions would include in their funds to
allocate to local charities, the surplus left available for this purpose was much
higher than expected.

Although the intention was for this to be a ‘one-off’ event, Councillors discussed
and shared the view that it could be well received at the start of the Town
Council’s four-yearly cycles in the first year with incoming new Councillors and
also when there are any boundary changes. The Town Clerk advised that a small
boundary change is imminent for 2027.

It was agreed that if this event is repeated, it would:

e need to be delivered by the Wokingham Lions again, as WTC do not have
the resource capacity

e require significant support from the Councillors on the day to support with
the marshalling

The Town Clerk advised that WTC may be able to store beating posts efc if
required to be used again, and she and the Civic Officer would confirm this,
together with ascertaining from the Wokingham Lions how much money they
would be looking to request from WTC to fund this event in the future.

ACTION: Civic Officer and Town Clerk
HERITAGE OPEN DAY FEEDBACK (Agenda Item 8)

The chair invited feedback about the day so it can be considered in future
planning and the following was noted and shared:

CHAIR'S INITIALS g
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a) The event was well-attended, and attracted lots of visitors throughout the
day

b) A lot of positive feedback was received from people visiting

c) The 1939 fire engine was a big attraction and very popular

d) Our local historians learnt some valuable new information for their own
local history knowledge and were able to share lots of theirs with others

e) This popular event was supported by 6 Councillors at the Town Hall this
year, and 2 Councillors supporting activities at Howard Palmer Gardens.
This was much lower than in previous years, and as a result was
resourced by more staff than usual. The Town Clerk expressed that this
was disappointing as this is a popular event with our residents which
requires a significant amount of support to ensure it runs smoothly
throughout the day.

ACTION: Civic Officer

10 YEARS SINCE REME LEFT WOKINGHAM (Agenda Item 9)

The Civic Committee noted that the REME is keen to mark this anniversary in
locations where they have freedom of the town, i.e. Wokingham, Bordon and
Lenham, which has been brought to WTC’s attention via one of its Councillors.

The Town Clerk has contacted the REME Corps Secretary to get an indication of
their thoughts and is awaiting a reply.

BUDGET REQUESTS FOR 2025-2026 (Agenda Item 10)
The committee discussed information on the following to consider requesting
additional funding for 2025-2026 and the following was agreed:

a) UV window film — to request an additional £4000 from F&P to cover the
increased costs for this work.

b) Future app updates — to request £1000 from F&P to cover unplanned required
system updates.

c) Christmas Music Costs — to request an additional £500 from F&P to include
the payment of a fee to performers.

d) REME anniversary — no request to be made. Discussions on this were
deferred until further information is received.

ACTION: Civic Officer

INFORMATION ITEMS (Agenda Item 11)

The following information was received and noted:

a) A new Mini-Mayor, Celia Chandler, was appointed from Evendons School and
joined the Mayor officially for the first time at Heritage Open Day on 14
September.

b) A student intern worked with the Civic Officer and Arts & Culture Officer from 8
July for 140 hours through the summer offering support and ideas for the
community engagement part of the Museum Accreditation work. Their input,
knowledge and skills were really valued and utilised, particularly in the delivery
of themed open days in August. They enjoyed the opportunity and reaffirmed
the view of the Civic Officer and the Arts & Culture Officer that the Museum

CHAIR'S INITIALS g
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Accreditation ambition together with its associated engagement work requires
significantly more resource than WTC currently has to give to it.
c) Civic Award process:

e A proposed new date for the Civic Award selection meeting is Friday
13 December at midday, if suitable for the Chair, Vice-Chair and ClIr
Gurney to attend. This was confirmed suitable. It was noted that ClIr
Dixon had also expressed an interest, and the Vice-Chair offered his
place to him, if required. The Civic Officer will liaise accordingly.

e Roger llett has advised he wishes to step down from the committee.
The new Citizen Advice CEO has not responded to a request to join
the committee. Therefore, the Civic Officer will seek two new
representatives based on the recommendation made at the June civic
meeting.

ACTION: Civic Officer

COMMITTEE INFORMATION (Agenda Item 12)
There were no information items.

a) No information was raised by members.

b) No information was identified for marketing purposes. However, it was
suggested by the Civic Officer that Councillors begin to help sharing
information about the Civic Award process to encourage nominations.

c) It was noted that the next meeting will be on Monday 25" November.

ACTION: Civic Officer

CHAIR’S SIGNATURE

CHAIR'S INITIALS g

Civic Committee 23/09/2024 17058 s



Agenda item 5

‘paiinba. suoljoe Jus.LInd
ON '8S1n02 anp ui suonido Jopisuoo o

/IoUNo? 8yj Jo
wiiay siyj ur urebe paiapisuod aq o} arey
1,.US80P SIYy] JeYy) OS SeAIaSa.l payeulles
ue oJuI SeAIasal [eiousb wWolf Y8F Aol

01€2/L1/1C J9d 1€ spew sem uoisioag

"90140 Jo abpeq pue uleyo
[eJoAew mau e Buiseyoind jo uoisiroid
8y} Jo} sJeak g Jxau ay) Jono ‘Jeak Jad

000'23 apise Ind 0} 484 0} apew Jsanbay

19S JON

d%4

aJnyny Jeau sy} Ui Juiod SWOS e 99110 JO Uleyd pue
abpeq [eJokew mau e Jo aseyaind 8y} JopISU0D 0]

€C€0c

vZ'LL G urebe

dn pamojjo4 ‘sdajs )xau Joj 18d)S e 18}j0 0}
pue ‘sSmopuim ayj uo Wil AN ey} maia pue
JISIA 0] J821JJO UOIeAIaSUO)) 8y) buniemy

"I} JOA0
SJS00 pasealoul 0} anp ‘000FF [euonippe

ue 1o 494 0} ‘$Z20Z }des ul spew sem
Jsenbau e ‘uonejonb pejepdn ue buimojjo4

"UoISSNOSIp Jaypny o} ‘wiy

Aq paisabbns se ‘laquiey) [10UnoD) ay)
ul aoe|d ul ale sajdwes AN pue 1ao1O
UOIIBAISSUOD) YlIM }JBW MOU dABY SI8I0

‘Aejop ayy

aouay ‘Dgm Ag papoddns si siy) ainsua
0] ‘19210 UOIBAIBSUOD YIIM 10BJUOD
Buiyew yum sabus|ieyo usaq aaey alay |

"JOAO paLlIed usaq sey Yolym zoz-£202
JeaA [eloueul Joy 000°0L 3 panoidde 494

dVvSsv

POAJOAUI
aq 0} Ajay| 482140
sbulp|ing pue 00

"2in)n} 8y} Joj aAsesa.d
pue abewep Jayuny Woiy sway [eoslo)siy sy 108j0.d
0} SMOPUIM [|[EH UMO] UO Wiy AN 40 uoneolddy

¢¢’60'9¢

ssalboud

ajeq
uona|dwon
pasodoud

Bujuojoy uosiad

(4aqwinu uonnjosai Aue apnjoui 0})
uol3oy J0j way|

paaiby
uonoy
o9jeQ

p70T 1PqudAON 8T 938

AL :310d3Y SULIOIIUOJA]

TIONNOD NMOL NVHONIXMOM




Agenda item 5

*/ way epusbe aag

‘99)IWWOoN
2INID 8y} Aq pasibe se ‘$z0Z JoqUBAON
Ul 82IAJ8S YoJny) soueiquIsway oy}

‘gouaipne
JOpIM B 0] 9|qISIA alow Auowalad Buike| yjeaim

ojul pajelodiooul sem Buike| Yyieaim ay | 202 AON 2IAID ay) 8yew 0) souelquaway je saniunuoddo Jepisuo) | £2°60°02
eg wajl
epusbe oos ‘paiinbai jobpnq pajeloosse ‘Alepunog umo) ay) 0] abueyo
pue JusAs sy} Jo uonels)l Jeypny ueoniubis e Buimoj|oy Jo ‘(AN) suol] weybuopn
Buipieba. paiinbai uoisiosp ainjn- "swaji ay} Jo poddns sy} yym wis} [1I9unod AIBAS 82UO JUBAD
ay) buliojs aie Aay) peuliijuod arey M siy} Buipjoy punoJe paAjoAal suoissnosip Jusnbasqng
"'saAlasal [esauab wouy uaye) aq ‘spJem
0} 11 Jo} pue 1sanbau [eipueuly siy) yoddns umo Jiay} ui woddns Ajny pjnoys s.0|j1ouno) pue ‘jeu}
01 ¢2/L1/LC d'8d 1e spew sem uoisios( B SB $Z0g Ul udeuspun aq p|nod siy} jey) pajsebbns
sem ]| "uonessusb o) uonelsusb wol) pessed pue
‘SIY] 81BeUIpJO-02 paulejulew sem saliepunog ysted ay) Jo abpajmouy
pue abeuew o) gnjD suol] weybuiyopp 01 ay) ainsus 0] jsed ay) ul JNo paLed Aj|enusssa
18}J0 0} ‘000’3 10} 484 O} dpew }senbay 18s JON dwed JudAs dloJSIY Ue - Mjem spunog 8y} bujesg |  £2°60'81

p70T 1PqudAON 8T 938

AL :310d3Y SULIOIIUOJA]

TIONNOD NMOL NVHONIXMOM




Agenda item 5

"9S1N0D 8NP Ul JOPISU0D 0]

19S JON

oG}

y)ej-ninw aiow
80 UBD 92IAI8S 80URIQUIBWSY 8] MOY J1apISuod 0]

¥260°€C

‘/ley UmMoj} 8y} 0} enuoA
Jeuiaixa / yainyd sjuies [y je buifel
Yjeoum ayj uieja.l 0} Sepioop 98I0
oy} JI yodau buLioyuow 8y} WoUj wajl

SIY} OAOWAI 0} SPUBLULLIOS. J821LO DIND

‘1senbau siy} yym buissaiboud wouy jiyeusq
ou 88s ued Aay} ‘panunuoa siy} i pue
yainyo ayj ul Buifel yyeaim ayj papoddns
Aling Aayy yeyy 402140 2INID 8y} pesirpe
qnjH suor] ay} wouj Ajreg uAq ‘Aepuns
soueliquisway S.ieaf siy3 buimojjo

‘ABuiploooe
gn|9, suoi] weybuop) ayepdn uay) pue
aouelquisway Buimojoy uiebe jisinal 0|

‘anbe|d e 4o} }senbal

J19y} JUnoooe ojul Buyey osje 1sjiym

‘Jeak siy) aouelquisway Jaye yoeoidde
M3U SIU} UO J08J}8l ||IM 93}ILIWI0D

JIAID BY} 1By} pue ‘Jeak siy} adIAles
yoinyo ay} ul Auowalad Buike] yieaim ayy
apnjoul 0} ueld |eu} 8y} Jo gn|O SUOIT By}
pasIApe J92I0 JIAID 8y} ‘Buijesw IAID
yoJep\ ay} wody sajnuiw ay} buimojjo4

‘apew aJe ey}

sue|d Aue jo pajepdn jday aq pjnom Aay)
pue Ajjualayip Auowsalad BulAe| yjeaim
ayy) abeuew ued J1 moy Buliepisuod
AjjuaiIno si [IDUNOYD By) Jey) way)

pasiape pue [esodoud J1ay} Joj gnjD suol
weyBuIyop 8y} peyuey} JadiyO dIAID 8y L

an[o
suol7 weybupjopn wols enbeld e Joy jsenbal Japisuo)

v2’€0°8L

p70T 1PqudAON 8T 938

AL :310d3Y SULIOIIUOJA]

TIONNOD NMOL NVHONIXMOM




Agenda item 5

"g W8yl epusbe seg

"s1901))O Awly Joluas Buipnjoul ‘saliejubip
|BOO| BWOS pue 4DV |B20] BulAjoAUl
‘Aejdsip Aleljiw e Buinjoaul aoed j19)1ew

ul apisino aq 0} pasodolid aq pjnom

a3 “AljigejieAe wool 308yd 0} D1

"UMo] 8y}
JO wopaal{ 8y} Jo AlesieAluue ay) }Jew o}
GZ0zZ 4890100 Ul JuUsA® ue Jo suonsabbng G202
Ul JaAljap 0}
"vZ'L1°Z) uo Alejasosg sdio) NIy | @9 pjnom wie
ay) yym Jow abpuspeg v JjQ Pue D1 ‘00 | INq18s JoN 01 pue 0D weybuBoAn Yol JINTY 9ouIs sIedk 0L | ¥2'60'€Z

p70T 1PqudAON 8T 938

TIONNOD NMOL NVHONIXMOM

AL :310d3Y SULIOIIUOJA]



Agenda item 5

‘palepIsuod

aq sAem|e pjnoys Aay) se sbunesw [IDUNOY 1B SUOISSNOSIP Ul SIaquisl 1o} 8oUsIajel |njasn e se alay pajou ale sajdiound s |louno) ay |

"AjlunwIwod JNo Ul
3UOAISAS 03 bulwod|am
pue 39|qissadde
‘uado aue sassadoud
J13RJIO0WSP pUE SIIHUAIRE
'SJUaAl s,|1DUNOD
3yl 24nsua 031 buials

3uoAJaAa buinjoau]

"9|qissod se A|9A1123449
pue Ajjuaidiya se s}asse
|ed1sAyd pue s331n0sa.
|BIDUBUL} INO 35N
PUB JUSWUOIIAUD [Bd0|
1no uo 1oedwi annebau
1no 3dnpa. 03 bupop

3|qeuleisns buiag

"94Nn1N4 3Y3 104 dJedaud
pue ‘Juawanoidwi
10} WOOJ 5,333 Jaym
abpajmoude 1sed
JNO WOJJ UIR| [|IM DN
abeyiay 1no pue umoy
Jno ‘Allunwiwiod uno
‘lIpunod Jno 3noge poob
s,Jeym buiyeigs|ad pue
buipueyus ‘buiydsloud

3plid umo] buliaiso4

a

"9ALIY3 0131 djay pue
19y31abo1 Aylunwwiod uno
buliq 03 saiiunpoddo
buipoddns pue buneasd

AJlunwwod
buiyouug

sa|diouLld [1I9UN0D UMO] weyBujop

P0T PQUIDAON 8T 9je( JIAL) :310d3Y SULIOIIUOJA]

TIONNOD NMOL NVHONIXMOM



07/11/2024

15:42

Detailed Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 31/10/2024

Month No: 7

302

Civic

4328
4333
4362
4365
4369
4370
4371
4372
4373
4374
4375
4376
4377
4378
4399
4400
4401
4523
4530
4531

Computer Software
Newsletter

Civic Receptions
Heritage Day
Remembrance Day
Christmas Music
Honoraria

Chair's Allowance
Civic Transport
Official Gifts
Christmas Cards
Insignia & Dress

Civic Awards

Silver Talks

Mayor's Sunday
Mayors Chaplain
Beating the Bounds
Museum Accreditation
Museum Open Days
Wokingham Remembers

Civic :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Expenditure
Grand Totals:- Income
Expenditure

Net Income over Expenditure

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Wokingham Town Council

Actual Last

Year

(24,593)

0
24,593

(24,593)

(24,593)

Cost Centre Report

Actual Year

To Date

720
5,034
11
3,116

1,975
35
150

1,078
165

2,733
4,000
429

0
0

19,555

(19,555)

0
19,555

(19,555)

(19,555)

Current
Annual Bud

0
5,500
900
3,850
3,200
1,250
1,500
3,500
100
500
300
3,000
2,000
150
5,000
175
4,000
10,000
1,000
1,500

47,425
(47,425)

0
47,425

(47,425)

Variance
Annual Total

(720)
466
789
734

3,200

1,250

1,500

1,525

65
350
300

1,922

1,835
141

2,267
175

0

9,571

1,000

1,500

27,870

(27,870)

0
27,870

(27,870)

Committed
Expenditure

131

131

131

Agenda item 6

Page 1

Funds Transfer
Available to/from EMR

(720)
466
789
603

3,200

1,250

1,500

1,525

65
350
300

1,922

1,835
141

2,267
175

0

9,571

1,000

1,500

27,739 0

27,739
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Remembrance 2024

Feedback notes made by Nikki and Graham

Act of Remembrance (Sunday morning)

o Volker Highways did not stop the traffic heading down Denmark Street)

Town Hall

e DL arrived early at the wrong door which was before any of the honoraries were on the
door to welcome people.

e |twas agoodidea to keep Councillors upstairs (albeit this year as they were having a
photo taken — suggestion would be for them to robe and wait upstairs again

e Ensure David is happy to take the VIPS outside and place them in order (if they are
gathering the Diamond Jubilee Room again)

e Consider placement of Honorary Constables in the parade

e The police chaplain arrived who we were not expecting, which was a little confusing. He
ended up joining the LPA Superintendent in the parade. Consider updating information
on invites to firm up that we need to be notified of any additional people wishing to
attend.

Parade

e Some members of the Fire Crew joined on the day and walked at the back and a fire
engine followed. Consider asking the Watch Manager next year, if they plan to do the
same again.

Church

e Seats were not reserved for the Honoraries in the Church.

e Church warden advised that practically they struggled with room inside the Church
where the wreath layers were asked to line up at the back.

e Seating for the VIPs went a bit astray — to chat with the Church and think about best time
and way for the public to come in (usually after the parade)

e Timings seemed to align. To note, it was 15.35 just before the lighting of the candle

o Wreath laying took approx. 10 minutes

e The choir ran out of music during the wreath laying, there was a pause, then the organ
began playing.

General

e There was a drone capturing the event
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Feedback received from others

Thank you for organising this event which | know was much appreciated by the High Sheriff’s cadet
and her family.
High Sheriff PA

Just a couple of thoughts about Sunday, some of which | mentioned.

We obviously need to find somewhere to hold the wreath layers, having fairly important people
hanging around at the back of the church was not ideal especially as the parade had to make their
way through them. | still wonder if they can stand them as a ‘guard of honour’ inside the porch,
assuming that the flags are outside.

| think perhaps the perfect weather added to the number of people trying to attend, but also one
hopes that generally the public are becoming more away of ‘Remembering’. The general public
seemed to arrive as a surge on mass before the parade and | wonder whether they were directed by
the police — we really need for the majority of the public to enter after the parade so that we can
ensure that we can seat all the uniformed groups first, so in other words, Can the police hold them
to one side?

Church warden

Thanks for an excellent event!

My only negative comment (otherwise everything was 5*!) was the mayor inspecting the whole
parade at the end of the event. Should the councillors and past mayors etc really be inspected and
wait in the cold(?)

A Past Mayor

| do thank WTC for the invite to take part on Sunday as the borough's honorary alderman. It was, as
usual, a good way for the town to commemorate Remembrance Day.

| support the idea of laying the wreaths at All Saints rather than within the Town Hall which allows
more of the residents to see this part of the ceremony. A truly outside event at a memorial would of
course be even better - | recall some 20 years ago discussion about a new memorial within the
market square which never got agreement.

One thought. When the wreaths are being laid in All Saints, it would be good for someone to
announce each wreath - or pairs - so those present are aware of the organisations that are laying a
wreath?

WBC Honorary Alderman
| thought that the format of the service was lovely and more meaningful for everyone at the

church. Definitely something to repeat | would suggest. Very well organised too.
High Steward
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| thought I'd drop you a quick email to thank you for allowing me to represent The Barkham Hookers
at today’s remembrance parade. From start to finish it was super organised and the wreath laying
instructions were perfect and easy to understand. Tea and cakes were yummy too - thank you!!
Barkham Crochet Hookers

Thank you for organising and having us this year. It was very well organised and we all enjoyed the
event.
Police Cadets
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At the time of his death, his parents,
William and Sarah, were living at 3 Broad Street,
Wokingham, now part of the small block of flats
on the site of the old Natwest building His death
is one of many recorded on the website www.

wokinghamremembers.com, which | urge readers
to visit.

Thomas had emigrated to Canada prior to the
outbreak of the Pirst World War

His Canadian Army records show that he
passed his medical within the month of war being
declared in Europe and was enlisted a few weeks
Iater as a gunner on 22nd September 1914, Britain
having entered the war on 4th August. His unit
sailed for Europe on the 3rd October. It is perhaps
not surprising that he volunteered so quickly as
his records show under prior service he
dectared that he had served for 3 years in the
Berkshire Yeomanry, the modern equivalent of the
Army Reserve, while living in Wokingham.

He was wounded and hospitalised in April
2015 but was able to remain on active service.
In October 2015 he was awarded a temporary
commission to second lieutenant, having obtained
a transfer to the ‘Imperial Forces| namely the
Royal Field Artillery, the precursor to the Royal

Goodness knows how his mum and dad, my
grandfather’s cousin, felt on receiving the news of
his death the following year. By 1916, awareness
of the scale of casualties was common
At the start of the year, the government had
introduced conscription, to compel young men
to go to war, such was the shortage of volunteers
and the requirement for ever more soldiers while
the grim toll of deaths had been making itself feit
in homes across our area. But nothing can have
really prepared them for the awful news.

[ know how it affected my They
were much younger than Thomas but moved
to Wokingham to work for Thomas® dad.
wore very aware of the huge loss to the family
created by the death of their elder cousin. As
a child ! can recall my grandmother’s absolute
bamuduuﬂﬂﬂmm-?he
World at War” - in the early 1970s. Her thoughts
on war - and its effect on her family - were also
coloured by the second world war which once
again saw Meads ripped away from Berkshire and
Hampshire to death and imprisonment in Asia,
Africa and Europe.

T ——————

As a Wokingham town councillor, one is
expected to attend the Remembrance Parade
organised by Wokingham Town Council This
year the parade was held on Sunday 10th and
proceeded from the Town Hall to St Paul's, along
Rose Street. | must admit to having very mixed
feelings about this. A parade made far more sense
when there was a body of men who had served
and who were willing to, once again, parade in
honour of their fallen comrades in anms.

It would be the politically correct thing to say
that the parade, and church service, were well
attended and fam not so sure, Itis
true that that many people watched the parade
but | have the distinct that most were
there to watch their children, who were taking
part as part of various brownie, cub, scout and
cadet organisations rather then there for the
parade in its own right. It made me wonder if
& parade is the right thing for the Town Council
to organise. | appreciate it is a spectache of sorts
and people may enjoy a band proceeding down
Rose Street and Peach Street but enjoyment is
for camnivals, not Remembrance. It feels to me
that the 11 o'clock gathering and silence are a far,
far better act of Remembrance. Very little fuss.
Reflective silence.

Once at St Paul's, | remained as focussed as
possible on Thomas Hallard Mead and the sadness
which his loss had caused my grandparents. [ will
remember him.

Andy Croy Is a Wokingham Town
Councillor for Norreys East ward.
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